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Abstract 
The present study investigates lexical collocation in Persian. After presenting and evaluating different approaches to collocation, the statistical approach of Church et al. (1991) and the semantic approach of Benson et al. (1986) are used to describe lexical collocations in Persian. The present study seeks to introduce different approaches to collocation, to classify various types of it, to present appropriate tools in defining different collocate words, and finally to show the value of data-based studies.

This study is based on data taken from modern standard Persian (written and colloquial). A collection of bigrams (two successive words) were taken from RCISP computational corpus (containing more than 10 million tokens). In order to exclude ungrammatical cases and to identify semantic collocation, the writer has made use of his own linguistic intuition. 

In the statistical analysis of collocation in Persian, two tests namely T-score and Mutual Information (MI) score were used. By applying these tests, one can identify significant and associated lexical co-occurrences. At the same time, two statistical tools of Mean and Variance play a critical role in identifying fixed utterances especially compound words.

Semantic analysis of different lexical collocations in Persian reveals that forming a collocation may result in a pattern for producing similar collocate words. Thus, it can be regarded as a semi-productive phenomenon in language. 

The present study has come to this general conclusion: collocation is the result of arbitrary and unexpectedly frequent co-occurrence of lexical items. Therefore, choosing a word from paradigmatic axis, limits the choosing of the next word. Subsequently, repetitive usage of collocations may result in the formation of fixed expressions such as compounds. Formation of incorporated compound verbs in Persian is an instance. 

The dissertation consists of six chapters as follows: introduction, literature review, theoretical foundations, methodology, exploring lexical collocation in Persian, and conclusion.
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